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Dear Stakeholder 
 
A new Academy for the Kingsthorpe area of Northampton 
 
As you may be aware, Northamptonshire County Council has identified the need for a new school to 
cater for pupils with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and / or Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD) in 
order to ease the pressure on mainstream schools and to enable the Local Authority to find suitable 
places for more pupils within the county. 
 
A new academy, which will cater for up to 100 pupils aged 3 to 18 with ASD and SLD, is due to open in 
September 2017 in the Kingsthorpe area of Northampton, and will be sponsored by the Greenwood 
Dale Foundation Trust (GDFT). To find out more about the Trust visit www.greenwoodacademies.org. 
As a result of the creation of this new academy, the Designated Special Provision (DSP) for pupils with 
Autism within the Green Oaks Primary Academy, also sponsored by the GDFT, will be closed and pupils 
will be transferred to the new academy which will better meet their needs. 
 
An academy is a publically funded independent school, accountable to the Government, which provides 
free education in the local community. Funding to run the academy is on the same basis as other 
schools and comes directly from the Government. In order for a new academy to open, the GDFT must 
enter into a Funding Agreement with the Secretary of State but we have to consult stakeholders on this 
and gain their agreement.  
 
We would like to invite you to show your support for this exciting new project and the closure of the DSP 
unit at the Green Oaks Primary Academy. The consultation begins on Monday 22 February 2016 and 
ends at 5.00pm Thursday 24 March 2016. We are enclosing a copy of the questionnaire for you to 
complete – you can return to this the Green Oaks Primary Academy office, take along to the meeting on 
25 February or post it back to Alison Hope, Greenwood Academies Trust, Greenwood House, Colwick 
Quays Business Park, Nottingham NG4 2JY. Alternatively, you can complete the questionnaire online 
at: 
 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/KingsthorpeAcademy  
 
You are also welcome to come along and meet with me to find out more about the new academy, ask 
any questions you may have and share your thoughts. We will be holding a meeting in the Hall at the 
Green Oaks Primary Academy, Whiston Road, Kingsthorpe, Northamptonshire, NN2 7RR on 25 
February 2016 from 4.00pm to 5.00pm.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Wayne Norrie 
Chief Executive 
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