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Welcome  

This monthly e-Bulletin is one of the main methods of disseminating information to children’s centres and 

staff teams, so please remember to send the link to colleagues or ensure they receive a reminder by 

emailing their details to dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

Also remember to share with us your news, events, and examples of good practice. We want to make this 

bulletin as useful as possible to you and contributions from partners help us to meet that aim.  Email items 

to dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

The bulletin is published on the first Monday of each month and the publication date for the next edition is 

3rd May 2016. Contributions need to be received by 27th April please.  

 

There is a separate bulletin for Early Years Providers which can be accessed here. 

 
 
 
 
 

Consultation on proposed changes to  
Children’s Centre Services 

 
Please continue to share details of the consultation and encourage people to participate. 

As part of the £65 million savings to be made in 2016/17, a £3 million reduction in funding for children’s 
centres has been agreed. 
Children’s centre services will still be available across Northamptonshire, but it’s planned that a larger 
proportion of the funding available will be used in areas of greatest need, such as Northampton East and 
Central, Corby and Wellingborough.  As part of these plans, a six-week consultation into the proposed 
changes to close eight of the 50 children’s centres has been launched, following consultation with our 
providers Action for Children, Spurgeons and the Corby Children’s Centre Consortium. 
The children’s centres proposed for closure are: 

 Wootton in Northampton 

 Headlands in Northampton 

 Parklands in Northampton 

 Ronald Tree in Kettering 

 Thornton in Kettering 

 Croyland in Wellingborough 

 Oakway in Wellingborough 

 Bugbrooke in South Northants 
Services at a further nine centres will be transferred to the local library or another community venue, and all 
areas of the county are likely to see a change in the services available.  The nine children’s centres 
proposed to move to another venue are: 

 Long Buckby – moving to library 

 Woodford Halse – moving to library 

 Meadowside in Kettering – moving to library 

 Rothwell – moving to library 

mailto:dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-childcare/Pages/EarlyYearsBulletinandEarlyYearse-booklet.aspx
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 Gloucester in Northampton – moving to Far Cotton library 

 Vernon Terrace in Northampton – moving to Central Library 

 Deanshanger – moving to library 

 Towcester – moving to library 

 Camrose in Northampton – moving to the Kings Heath site 
For further information and to take part in the consultation, click here.  The survey closes on Thursday 28th 
April. 
A final decision will be made at the Cabinet meeting in May. 

 
 
 
 

NSCB Newsletter 
 
Please see the latest edition of the newsletter published here 

 
 
 
 
 

Update from  
Universal Children’s Centre Services in Libraries 

There has been a few changes taking place due to the formation of the First for Wellbeing CIC.  Lorraine 
Meads has changed roles  to Service Planning and Commissioning Manager for the newly formed First for 
Wellbeing CIC. Lorraine’s new role is about service design and commissioning of services. She will still 
hold a watching brief over all the services libraries either have a contract to deliver against, or will be 
commissioning in the future. 
This means that I am acting up to part of Lorraine’s previous role and will be the main contact for children’s 
centre services, if you need to get in touch.  Anne Lovely has taken on the management of all the libraries 
in Northamptonshire. Jane Battye continues as the Head of Service. We have achieved some great 
partnership work together and I look forward to continuing with this. There are significant challenges ahead, 
and we will work together to ensure that we deliver an overall range of services that supports families in 
each area.  
Also, I would like to remind you that the library service are currently recruiting ten part time Early Years 
Workers. These roles have been planned for some time as part of our ongoing service development and 
will help to ensure that we have the necessary expertise for our Universal CCS focused sessions in 
libraries.  
Please remember to visit our events calendar to find out about all activities on offer, as well as keeping in 
contact with your usual library links. 

Sarah Measures, smeasures@northamptonshire.gov.uk  phone: 01604 366540 mob: 07795256214 

 

 

http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ub3J0aGFtcHRvbnNoaXJlLmdvdi51ay9jaGlsZHJlbnNjZW50cmVjb25zdWx0YXRpb24%3d&r=6098278026&d=1595211&p=1&t=h&h=14a8bf67b97e3106aca7661b1b8d473e
http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=09b03b685274b3372f74e0e7b&id=d0c4107e59&e=87ce4e6c13
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/news/events/Pages/events-calendar-whats-on-in-northamptonshire.aspx?eventtypes=Libraries
mailto:hshepherd@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Update from Read on Get on with Bookstart 

We are celebrating that all children’s centres in Northamptonshire have signed up to the Bookstart Corner 
programme this year! Thank you so much! This is not only a record for Northamptonshire, but a record for 
Bookstart and means our families will gain the maximum benefit from this fabulous project!  
The Read on Get on Campaign that Bookstart is leading continues to gather momentum, with hundreds of 
families turning up to library and children centre events to meet Peppa Pig and take the pledge to read for 
ten minutes a day. Read on Get on is a national campaign that aims to “bring the nation together to make 
sure that by 2025, every child is a confident reader by age 11”. Please contact Nid Clouting (details below) 
if you require any more information regarding Bookstart or Read on Get on initiatives, that rely heavily upon 
effective partnership working in order to really ‘make a difference’.  Nid will be taking on key aspects of the 
Bookstart Coordinator role whilst Sarah is temporarily leading on children’s centre universal services in 
libraries. 
Can we also give you a ‘heads up’ on a new Read on Get on with Bookstart project that we are currently 
planning’ called; 20 Million Words. This is inspired by the 20 Million Steps project, with an aim to get the 
families across Northamptonshire reading.  Over a specified period (that includes National Bookstart Week 
6-12 June 2016), the total number of words read either by or to children and the words read by everyone of 
all ages will be logged online, with everyone contributing to the countywide goal of 20 Million Words. Watch 
this space for further information, or contact Nid Clouting on 01604 366449 email 
nclouting@northamptonshire.gov.uk or Jacqui Hughes, Programme Co-ordinator - East Northamptonshire 
e-mail:  jhughes@northamptonshire.gov.uk, phone:  01604 363454 or Mobile:  07738 638122. 
We look forward to working with you and please get in touch if you have any queries or comments 
regarding any of the above. 

 

 
 

Children's Centre Leader Facebook group 
 
Thank you to everyone who has joined the new group on Facebook for people working in children's 
centres, early help and linked services. This will help us to share thought, policy and practice on delivering 
a better service for families. There have been interesting discussions so far on different models of children's 
centres and plans for 2016. 
It's a closed group, so click on the link below and ask to join. Feel free to share the Facebook address with 
colleagues: https://www.facebook.com/groups/childrenscentreleader/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nclouting@northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:jhughes@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://news-ccleaderreader.com/_act/link.php?mId=C9248817139835752893417586434221&tId=171976699
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Rubella Susceptibility Screening in Pregnant Women 
 
Following a review of evidence by the UK National Screening Committee, 
screening for rubella in pregnancy will end in England on 1 April 2016.  As 
a result of immunisation rubella infection levels in the UK are so low they 
are defined as eliminated by the World Health Organization. 
Screening for rubella in pregnancy does not give any protection to the 
unborn baby in that pregnancy. The best preventative measure a woman 
can take to protect herself from rubella is to ensure she is immunised with 
the MMR vaccine before she gets pregnant. 

The MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella) childhood immunisation programme provides 2 doses of MMR.  
Not only does this protect those immunised and stops rubella spreading among young children, it also 
provides indirect protection to any pregnant women who may not be immune.It is possible to have the MMR 
vaccination at any age, so if you suspect that you, or your children, are not up-to-date with your MMR, 
contact your GP (MMR vaccine cannot be given during pregnancy).  It is very important for your child to 
have their MMR vaccination when called for it. 
Although rubella is uncommon here, the condition is still widespread in many parts of the world, such as 
Africa and Asia. If you’re a new entrant to the UK, register with a GP and ask for the MMR. If you’re 
planning to travel outside the UK it’s also worth checking with your GP that you are up to date. 
If you develop a rash when you are pregnant you should inform your GP or midwife.  You should telephone 
in advance and avoid any antenatal clinic or maternity setting until clinically assessed. 
Please see leaflets available here. 
Please share this information with women accessing your services. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Training and Events 

 
 
Northamptonshire Nursery Schools Partnership 
The NNSP provides a programme of bespoke learning and development 
opportunities and support for the Professional Development of all Early 
Years Practitioners working across the EYFS in nursery schools, primary 
schools, preschools, after school clubs, child-minders, Children Centres 
and day nurseries spanning across the county. 
The NNSP are here to provide support and training to enable practitioners to provide ethical and child led 
learning across the field of Early Years. We aim to develop support to aid your development at any level, 
please contact us for further information, booking@nnsp.co.uk 
Our new timetable is now live on the website. Places book fast so please visit the website for details. 
www.nnsp.co.uk  

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rubella-resources
mailto:booking@nnsp.co.uk
http://www.nnsp.co.uk/
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Interactive briefing sessions to raise awareness of Adult Mental Health 
Services 
Northamptonshire Healthcare Foundation Trust will be providing a series of interactive briefing sessions, 
which will include information on service pathways and how to access Adult mental health services for 
service user referrals and also for professional support. Additionally they will update on how to  access 
Young Peoples mental health services through the newly established Referral Management Centre. 
To book onto a session please click on one of the following links: 
Tuesday 19th April – 12.30-1.30pm - County Hall - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-briefing-
sessions-county-hall-tickets-22155842722 
Thursday 21st April – 1.30-2.30pm – St Johns Tiffield -  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-
briefing-sessions-tiffield-tickets-22769252447  
Friday 22nd April – 2.30-3.30pm – John Dryden House - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-
briefing-john-dryden-house-tickets-22769375816 
Monday 25th April – 12.30-1.30pm – Grafton Court - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-briefing-
sessions-kettering-tickets-22769515233 
Thursday 28th April – 10.30-11.30am – Norborough House - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-
briefing-sessions-norborough-1-tickets-22769582434 
Thursday 28th April – 12-1pm – Norborough House - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mental-health-briefing-
sessions-norborough-2-tickets-22769626566  
If you have any questions please contact Jennifer Joyner on JJoyner@northamptonshire.gov.uk  

 

 

Research and Reports 

 

March 2016 Children’s Centre Leader 
This has now been published here. This issue celebrates partnership working with a birth registrations 
project in Northumberland, explores rural issues on p8, considers the meaning of quality in children's 
centres on p12 and employability for parents on p10. It also celebrates the good work of champions in Kent 
raising the take up of the 2-year-old early years entitlement.  

 
 
Interventions for Childhood Obesity in the First 1,000 Days  
A Systematic Review 
The “first 1,000 days”—conception through age 24 months—are critical for the development and prevention 
of childhood obesity. This study systematically reviews existing and ongoing interventions during this 
period, identifies gaps in current research, and discusses conceptual frameworks and opportunities for 
future interventions. 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(15)00750-3/fulltext 
 
 
 
 
Editorial Note - The editorial team reserve the right to edit any submitted material. The articles printed and views expressed in this e-Bulletin are not 
necessarily those of Northamptonshire County Council. Items are accurate to the best of our knowledge but we do not take responsibility for any 
errors in information provided to us for inclusion. 
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