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Welcome  

This monthly e-Bulletin is one of the main methods of disseminating information to children’s centres and 

staff teams, so please remember to send the link to colleagues or ensure they receive a reminder by 

emailing their details to dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

Also remember to share with us your news, events, and examples of good practice. We want to make this 

bulletin as useful as possible to you and contributions from partners help us to meet that aim.  Email items 

to dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

The bulletin is published on the first Monday of each month and the publication date for the next edition is 

6th June 2016. Contributions need to be received by 1st June please.  

 

There is a separate bulletin for Early Years Providers which can be accessed here. 

 
 
 
 
 

Serious Case Review 
 

All staff should be encouraged to review the latest Serious Case Review published by Northamptonshire 
Safeguarding Children Board here and to consider the implications of the recommendations. The 6 Step 
Briefing provides a useful overview. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Help Support Service Customer Survey 
 
The Early Help Support Service, and its Early Help Coordinators, provides information advice and guidance 
to professionals working with families who may need early help. Every year the service surveys its 
customers to make sure it is delivering a high quality service that meets needs. This year we are also 
asking customers to tell us what other services they might like us to provide in future.  
If you have used the Early Help Support Service in the last year, or have colleagues who have used the 
service, we would be very grateful if you would complete the survey here 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/EHSS_Annual_Customer_Survey_2016. It takes no more than 5 
minutes to complete. The survey is open now until Friday 13th May.  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
mailto:dwallis@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/children/early-learning-childcare/Pages/EarlyYearsBulletinandEarlyYearse-booklet.aspx
http://www.northamptonshirescb.org.uk/about-northamptonshire-safeguarding-children-board/scr/child-family-serious-case-review/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/EHSS_Annual_Customer_Survey_2016
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Health and Wellbeing Strategy 
 

One of the duties of the Health and Wellbeing Board is to agree a countywide Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy. The vision is to improve the health and wellbeing of all people in Northamptonshire and reduce 
health inequalities by enabling people to help themselves. 
You can find the Strategy for 2016 to 2020 here. 

 
 
 

Mellow Mums & Parents Services for Under 21's 
 

This is a new service you can make the best of through NorPIP, 
Northamptonshire's family therapy charity for parents to be and new parents with 
babies up to age two. 
With help from the Lloyds Bank Foundation for England and Wales, NorPIP now 
have funding to support young parents across Northampton and Corby. They can now accept referrals from 
parents who are at least twenty weeks into their pregnancy and up until their baby is age two. The therapy 
supports parents with the transition to parenthood, particularly where families are likely to struggle to care 
for their babies, perhaps because of mental health issues, chaotic lives, drugs and alcohol, domestic 
violence or maternal/paternal mental health issues. They also support parents with pre-term babies and 
sick babies who are struggling with finding the love for their new child. There are no minimum criteria other 
than professionals being 'concerned' about how the family will cope with the everyday demands of family 
life. They can also accept self-referrals from young parents. 
NorPIP can work with young parents referred to the programme at the local GP Surgery, secondary school, 
F.E. College, youth work provider, home, or from Pen Green Children and Families Centre or in 
Northampton City Centre at their clinical rooms at St Giles House, St Giles Street (on the corner of Spring 
Gardens). One of the parents must be age 21 or under on referral.  
Please do pass this on to any colleagues who you know have contact with young people. Referrals to this 
programme cost nothing as the programme is fully funded. NorPIP are always happy to provide a clinical 
consultation over the phone to advise you whether an referral is appropriate or not. Please call the office to 
make a referral on 01604924735 and speak to Sophie Harding, the Office Manager. 
 

 
 
 

Children’s Centre Web Pages 
 
Northamptonshire County Council’s web pages are gradually being redesigned. During May we expect all 
new Early Years pages to go live. This will include the details we provide for parents about Children’s 
Centres and the page with resources for providers. Your saved links may no longer work and you may 
need to search for items from the County Council home page. We will provide an update of all links in the 
next bulletin. 

 
 

http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/health/health-and-wellbeing-board/Pages/health-and-wellbeing-strategy.aspx
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/Pages/HomePage.aspx
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Tax Credits Take-Up Campaign 
 
This campaign is being run by entitledto who tell us that the Government are phasing out tax credits and 
replacing them with Universal Credit which is less generous for most working people. If someone applies 
for tax credits before Universal Credit affects them they will be protected at the higher amount. It is 
estimated that around a million people nationally are entitled to Working Tax Credit and do not claim it. 
Please see http://support.entitledto.co.uk/tax-credits-take-up/ for details of posters and leaflets to help 
promote this to people who may be eligible. There is also a simple calculator at 
https://takeup.entitledto.co.uk/Home/NewClaim to enable people to see if they may be eligible. 

 
 
 
 

Heightened Seasonal Influenza  
and Scarlet Fever Activity in England, March 2016 

For three consecutive seasons there has been an increase in incidence of scarlet 
fever in England. Scarlet fever is a bacterial illness caused by a group A 
Streptococcus bacteria, mainly affecting children. Symptoms include a sore 
throat, headache and high temperature.  A swollen tongue and flushed cheeks 
are common symptoms followed by a distinctive pink rash.  Early treatment with 
antibiotics is important.  (Q and A link below) 
This observed scarlet fever activity has coincided with a peak in seasonal influenza activity in England.  
Infection with both Flu and Scarlet fever together is rare but has occurred recently for a small number of 
children who have become seriously ill as a result.  
In one recent week there were 77 new acute respiratory outbreaks, including 49 reported in Schools. 
Although delivery of the seasonal influenza vaccination programme is now drawing to a close, it is still 
possible to vaccinate adults and children in risk groups who remain unvaccinated, (this includes those with 
heart disease, diabetes and other chronic conditions).  Please remind staff and parents that they can still 
access this vaccination programme through their GP if they or their child are eligible. 
Schools and Nurseries are asked to inform their local Health Protection team if they are aware of cases of 
Scarlet fever, particularly where more than one child is affected 
Guidance for school staff on hygiene and vaccination is available at: 
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webc/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1194947358374 
Scarlet fever: frequently asked questions are available at:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/338368/Scarlet_fever_Q_an
d_A_factsheet.pdf 
 

 
 
 

Casual Work Opportunity 
 

Action for Children are looking for casual workers for their Northampton Centres. Full details are in the 
document accompanying this bulletin. Please share with anyone who may be looking for part-time work to 
fit around their children or other commitments. 

http://support.entitledto.co.uk/tax-credits-take-up/
https://takeup.entitledto.co.uk/Home/NewClaim
http://www.hpa.org.uk/webc/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1194947358374
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/338368/Scarlet_fever_Q_and_A_factsheet.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/338368/Scarlet_fever_Q_and_A_factsheet.pdf
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Universal Public Health Services for 0-19 year olds 
Consultation 

 
Northamptonshire County Council would like to know your views about future changes we want to make to 
the health services we commission (buy) from Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS foundation Trust (NHFT), 
for children and young people aged between 0 to 19 years old and their families. 
We want every child to have the best start in life and every young person to achieve their full potential 
through supporting them to make healthier life choices. To help make this happen we want to bring the 
following four services together so we have one universal Public Health Nursing Service supporting 
children, young people and families of Northamptonshire. We believe this will give families a service which 
best meets their needs both now, and in the future. 

 Health visiting service who care for families antenatally and up until children start at school  

 School nursing service which offers support to children and young people up to 19 years (25 
years to those with a disability and in education)  

 Specialist breastfeeding support service which provides intensive support to mothers 
experiencing breastfeeding difficulties 

 Family Nurse Partnership licensed programme which provides support to younger first time 
mothers up to the age of 19 years 

Please go here to access the consultation questionnaire which closes on 12th June. 

 
 
 
 
 

Training and Events 

 
Northamptonshire Safeguarding Week Neglect Conference 
26th May at Kettering Conference Centre. A free conference for all professionals working with children in 
Northamptonshire. 
9 am to 12.30 pm. Safeguarding Children – Neglect. Programme includes Barnado’s, national speaker and 
workshops to promote the NSCB Neglect Toolkit. 
Refreshments and lunch provided. 
1.30 pm to 4.30 pm. Safeguarding Adults – Self-neglect. Programme includes Suzy Braye, national 
speaker on self-neglect, lecture and workshops. 
To book your place please email sue.davis@neneccg.nhs.uk or phone 01604 651738 
Please state if you are booking for:  

 Just the morning session (child neglect) 
 Just the afternoon session (self-neglect) 
 Both the morning and afternoon sessions 

Please also state if you:  
 require lunch 
 have any special dietary requirements 
 have any other needs that need to be accommodated.  
Places are limited, so please book your place as soon as possible 

 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/council/consultations/pages/Details.aspx?cid=8f0916f6-67cd-43c6-9726-7fb06291d80b&search=current&page=1&sortby=3&currentposition=0
mailto:sue.davis@neneccg.nhs.uk
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Child Safeguarding Training for 2016 
Please see here for details of training from Northamptonshire Safeguarding Children Board. 
 

 
 
Northamptonshire Nursery Schools Partnership 
The NNSP provides a programme of bespoke learning and development 
opportunities and support for the Professional Development of all Early 
Years Practitioners working across the EYFS in nursery schools, primary 
schools, preschools, after school clubs, child-minders, Children Centres 
and day nurseries spanning across the county. 
The NNSP are here to provide support and training to enable practitioners to provide ethical and child led 
learning across the field of Early Years. We aim to develop support to aid your development at any level, 
please contact us for further information, booking@nnsp.co.uk 
Our new timetable is now live on the website. Places book fast so please visit the website for details. 
www.nnsp.co.uk 
We have the following sessions on offer for May. 

 A Day in the life. Parklands Nursery School. Wednesday 4th May. 09:15 – 03:15pm 
Come talk with me: Provoking conversations in your setting. [DEEL]) £60 
A unique opportunity to observe the enhancement of early speech and language development 
across the nursery and playgroup, specific emphasis for the day is on the development of early 
speech and language. Talk to our Communication Champion about how she has cascaded her 
learning from DEEL to all staff and supported them in providing opportunities for children to talk and 
to listen. An opportunity to also talk to a developing playgroup, with promoting and listening as their 
area of development. Also a family involvement event will be running alongside. 

 Thursday 5th May 6:00pm – 8:00pm Led by Fairfields School (held at Camrose Centre) 
Sign it, say it. Sign Language (Developing and Enhancing Early Language [DEEL]) £60 

 A Day in the life. Croyland Nursery School. Friday 6th May. 9.15 – 3.00 
Come and walk in my shoes! Look what I did today. (EAL) £60 

 A Day in the life. Fairfields School. Tuesday 10th May. 9.15 – 3.15 
Welcome to my world: Look what I did today! (Getting to Good) £60 

 Gloucester Nursery School. Tuesday 10th May 6:00 to 8:00pm 
You, me and nursery too: Involving parents in their children’s learning and development (EAL) £60 

 A day in the life. Wallace Road. Wednesday 11th May 09:15 - 03:00pm 
Come and walk in my shoes! Look what I did today! (EAL) £60 

 Croyland Nursery School. Thursday 12th May. 5.00 – 7.00  
Let’s hear it! (Developing and Enhancing Early Language [DEEL]) £60 

 Camrose Early Years Centre. Wednesday 18th May, 09:00 – 12:00pm 
Principles and Practices of Forest School (Outdoor Learning) £30 

 Wallace Road. Monday 23rd May. 9.15 – 11.15 
ICT + 2 Simple (ICT) £30 

 Pen Green Nursery School. Tuesday 24th May 6.00-8.00pm  
  Maths in the Environment £60 

 Parklands Nursery School. Tuesday 24th May. 1.00 – 3.00pm 
Every child a mover: Providing young children with physical experiences. £30 

 Ronald Tree Nursery School. Thursday 26th May. 1.30 – 3.30 
Sign it, say it. £60 

 

http://us9.campaign-archive1.com/?u=09b03b685274b3372f74e0e7b&id=99882b40a8&e=87ce4e6c13
mailto:booking@nnsp.co.uk
http://www.nnsp.co.uk/
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Drug and Alcohol Awareness training 
Aquarius have been commissioned to deliver free Drug and Alcohol 
Awareness sessions to front line staff. This is an opportunity for front 
line workers and volunteers to increase their skills, knowledge and 
confidence on the particular risks of alcohol and drug use, including 
prescription and over the counter medication. 
Training dates 
Friday 6th May – 9:30am to 1pm 
Tuesday 17th May – 9:30am to 1pm 
Tuesday 7th June – 9:30am to 1pm 
Friday 17th June – 9:30am to 1pm 
Training takes place at Aquarius 36-38 Abington Square, Northampton, NN1 4AA. 
To book a place or find out more please email Aquarius or call 0300 456 4292. 
Note: More suitable dates and times can be arranged on request for groups of fifteen or more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Research and Reports 

Reading to babies 
Book Trust is urging all expecting and new parents to read to their baby because it's never too early. 
Research has revealed that reading to babies early and often helps develop their language skills. Parents 
should sing nursery rhymes to their newborns because they are able to remember the tune and sounds 
from songs, which provide the building blocks for reading in later life. And the optimum time parents should 
start reading books to their baby is from three months, as this will give them the best head start in life. 
See here for details of the research.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editorial Note - The editorial team reserve the right to edit any submitted material. The articles printed and views expressed in this e-Bulletin are not 
necessarily those of Northamptonshire County Council. Items are accurate to the best of our knowledge but we do not take responsibility for any 
errors in information provided to us for inclusion. 

mailto:northamptonshire@aquarius.org.uk
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-blogs/news/1342

