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GUIDANCE NOTES:  FOR APPLICATIONS                             

TO MODIFY THE DEFINITIVE MAP 
 

WILDLIFE & COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981                                                         
DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDERS 

    

N.B. The notes that follow are intended for guidance purposes only and do 
not represent a complete statement of the law.   

  
 

      

INTRODUCTION 

      

 
The Definitive Map and Statement is a legal record maintained by the 
Surveying Authority (the County Council) of the Public Rights of Way within 
its area, and are available to the public to view during office hours.  The 
County Council can advise you how to view them.  It is recommended that 
before beginning any application, you view the map and discuss the matter 
with a Definitive Map Officer, who can give you advice.   

   
      

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
      

 
Public Rights of Way you include:   

    

Footpath: The public have a right of way on foot only.   

      

Bridleway: The public have a right of way on foot, on horseback or leading 
a horse, and on a pedal cycle.   

      

Byway open to all traffic (BOAT):  A public right of way with vehicular 
rights, but which is mostly used by pedestrians and horseriders.   

      
Note: A bridleway cannot be claimed through use with a bicycle 
 
 
 
   
  
 

 
 



DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER ('DMMO') 
 

     

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 any person believing details 
contained within the Definitive Map or Statement to be incorrect may apply 
for a modification order which, if made and confirmed, will amend the map 
and statement to ensure that it is a correct record of the public’s rights.   

      

The grounds for applying for a DMMO are varied, but an application must 
fall into one or more of the following categories:   

      

 1. That a right of way exists but is not shown on the Definitive Map and 
Statement.   

      

 2. That a right of way shown on the Definitive Map and Statement with a 
particular status ought to be shown with a different status.   

      

 3. That a right of way shown on the Definitive Map and Statement, does 
not exist and ought to be removed.   

      

 4. That any other particulars contained in the Definitive Map and 
Statement need modification (e.g. the width of a right of way).   

      

DMMOs are about whether or not public rights exist.  Issues of 
nuisance and desirability are not relevant to an application for a 
DMMO 
 
   

      

EVIDENCE 
        

 
To change the Definitive Map and Statement the County Council must see 
evidence to prove the case.  It is for the applicant to produce evidence to 
the County Council before a DMMO can be made to modify the Definitive 
Map & Statement.   

          

The County Council will carry out its own investigations into the application 
and consult with other councils, user groups, landowners and other 
interested parties, as appropriate.  This may well include interviewing the 
applicant's witnesses who completed the Preliminary Evidence Form in 
order to draw up a more complete statement.   

      

It is difficult to generalise about the evidence needed because each case is 
different, and will be judged on its own merits.  However, evidence can 
consist of information gained from either or both of the following sources:   

      

User Evidence    
Statements from people who have used the way. This information is easily 
collected on Preliminary Evidence forms, supplied by the County Council.   

      

 
 



Documentary Evidence 
 

Historical records may include any of the following:   
- Old maps   

- Inclosure Awards   

- Quarter Session records   

- Estate maps   

- Railway and Canal records and plans   

- Tithe Maps   

- Finance Act 1910 records   

- Parish Council minutes   

- Ordnance Survey maps   

      

The above records can often be viewed at the County Council's Record 
Office located at Mere Way, Northampton. The telephone number is 01604 
762129.    

      

 Modern records, as follows:   

- Property Deeds   
- Building plans   
- Published articles & books   

      

Landowners, occupiers and other interested parties will be consulted 
as part of the investigation by the County Council, and their evidence 
could rebut the claim. 
   
      

MAKING AN APPLICATION 
        

  

The Applicant will need to do the following   

      

 1. Form A, Application Form - Complete this fully.   

      

2. Form B, Form of Notice to Landowners and Occupiers - Send a 
completed copy of Form B (together with a map showing the claimed 
route), to everyone believed to own or occupy the affected land.  If that 
information is not available, the applicant may consider posting notices 
on site, addressed to the owner and/or occupier.  

 
The second section of Form B is to be completed by the owner or 
occupier receiving the form, if they chose to   

        
3. Form C, Certificate of Service of Notice - Complete this fully, to show 

all the owners and occupiers who have been served with Form B.  The 
date on which the Form is received by the County Council is the formal 
start date of the application. 

  

4. Form D, Preliminary Evidence forms - Give a Preliminary Evidence 
form, together with a map, to each person able to give evidence about 
use of the way. The County Council will provide sufficient copies of 
Preliminary Evidence forms and maps, for each user. It is for each user 
to mark on the map the route they have used.    

      



 5. Prepare a Map Showing the Route(s) & Ownership - A map clearly 
showing the claimed route is required. The map should be signed and 
dated by the applicant.   

      

The applicant must return the following documentation to the County 
Council: 
 
Form A, Form C and map(s) stated in No. 5, and any relevant 
documentary evidence. 
   

        

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
        
  

Applications are registered, and processed in order of the date received.     

      

A Case Officer is assigned to investigate the application, which includes 
consultations as mentioned above.   

      

When the Case Officer completes the investigation, a report is produced.  
The report is then considered by the County Council, and a decision is 
made whether or not to make a DMMO, based on the evidence.   

      

 If a DMMO is made, a period of 42 days is then allowed for objections or 
representations to be lodged.   If any objections to the order are made, the 
County Council will try to resolve them.   If they are unable to do so, all the 
associated papers will be forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
determination.   

     

 If no objections are made against the order, the County Council will 
confirm the order, making it effective.   

      

 If the County Council decide not to make a DMMO, a period of 28 days 
is allowed for the applicant to appeal against that decision, stating the 
grounds of the appeal.  Again, the County Council will try to resolve the 
matter.  If that cannot be done, the papers are sent to the Secretary of 
State for determination.     

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Definitive Map Team, Transport and Highways, 
Northamptonshire County Council, Riverside 
House, Bedford Road, Northampton NN1 5NX  

Tel:       01604 654351 
Fax:      01604 654399 
E-Mail:  shollowell@northamptonshire.gov.uk  


